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policy that would allow transgender students to use the restroom and locker room of the gender with which they
identify, rather than the gender assigned to them at birth. The 12-1 vote – eight to four in favor of the policy – will
make Wayland the first in Massachusetts to adopt such a policy. The outcome will test whether the Massachusetts

Board of Education has the capacity to uphold state law and the will to debate or reject a controversial public
policy at the local level. A spokesman for the Wayland School Committee, which adopted the policy and backed

the board’s decision to approve it, declined to comment Sunday. Although the policy is slated to take effect
Tuesday, schools would have to be staffed in full compliance with it for a full school year before it would be

enacted. In a letter to the board of education earlier this month, the American Civil Liberties Union of
Massachusetts raised concerns about an August report by the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination
that advised against a transition-related policy similar to the Wayland policy. “This policy, as adopted in Wayland,
represents an unprecedented intrusion on the privacy and safety rights of students, teachers, administrators and

staff, as well as the parents, guardians and caregivers of such students,” the ACLU wrote. “Without the
participation and agreement of parents and guardians, schools lack the legal authority to implement this policy.”
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northeastern states to permit same-sex marriage. The state has never permitted transgender students to have
access to the facilities of the gender with which they identify rather than the gender assigned to them at birth,
and such a policy had been strongly opposed by critics who said it would violate the civil rights of students who
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